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INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO PM-04 CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 DODE-OO 
/020 W 

101640Z 124968/53 

R 101033Z JAN 77 
FM AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2236 

CONFIDENTIAL ADDIS ABABA 0101 

FOR AF/E POST FROM TIENKEN 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SWEL, ET, US 
SUBJ: HARAR EYE CLINIC 

REF: STATE 003918 

1 . REGRET THAT IEF STILL INSISTS UPON WRITTEN ASSURANCE 
BUT APPRECIATE YOUR EFFORTS. DECISION REPORTED REFTEL, 

HOWEVER, ALSO RISKS STRINGING PROBLEM OUT FOR INDETERMINATE 
LENGTH OF TIME WHICH FROM OUR POINT OF VIEW MAY BE AWKWARD 
SINCE IN RESPONSE TO REPEATED ETHIOPIAN REQUESTS WE HAVE 
FELT IT NECESSARY TO ALLUDE TO JANUARY TIME FRAME, ALBEIT 
APPROPRIATELY CAVEATED, MENTIONED STATE 305477 AND 312859. 

2. TO SAVE TIME, THEREFORE, IF YOU AND IEF WERE WILLING, 

I WOULD SUGGEST THAT IEF TRANSMIT TEXT OF LETTER TELE- 
GRAPHICALLY THROUGH US ( WE SHOULD HAVE A COPY ANYWAY ), WHICH 
COULD IN TURN BE TRANSMITTED UNDER COVER OF A LETTER FROM 
ME TO THE MINISTER TO INCLUDE ADDITIONAL INFO 
YOU OR I FELT NECESSARY. IEF COULD SEND ORIGINAL BY 
MAIL IF THEY HAVEN'T ALREADY DONE SO AND WOULD FEEL 
BETTER ABOUT IT, BUT IT MAY TAKE TWO WEEKS OR MORE FOR 
THEIR LETTER TO ARRIVE HERE (OR NEVER) PLUS A COMPARABLE 
AMOUNT OF TIME FOR A REPLY (ONCE WRITTEN) TO REACH THEM. 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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BY THEN, ETHIOPIANS MIGHT HAVE STARTED LOOKING INTO 
ALTERNATE ARRANGEMENTS. 

TIENKEN 
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